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DEFAULT PREVENTION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 21, 2015 

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, Congress 
should be discussing how to pay its obliga-
tions in a responsible manner, which is why I 
will oppose H.R. 692. This legislation would ir-
responsibly result in the payment of some obli-
gations but not others. Importantly, this bill 
could result in payments going to China, but 
not to active-duty military, veterans, national 
security, and other important obligations. 

Instead of spending time on H.R. 692, which 
is likely to be vetoed, Congress should be 
working to raise the debt ceiling in a way that 
will prevent a default. Raising the debt ceiling 
permits payment of obligations already in-
curred. If we are unable to raise the debt ceil-
ing by November 3rd, the Treasury will not be 
able to meet its obligations and the nation’s 
credit rating would be in peril. The result 
would be devastating to our economic recov-
ery. 

We can quickly put an end to this unneces-
sary crisis and the uncertainty it creates. 
Members of Congress can and must work to-
gether to prevent the United States from a cat-
astrophic default, starting with a responsible 
approach to debt payment. Again, I urge my 
colleagues to join me in voting no on H.R. 
692. 

f 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR OPPORTUNITY 
AND RESULTS REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 21, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 10) to reauthor-
ize the Scholarships for Opportunity and Re-
sults Act, and for other purposes: 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Chair, I support the Scholar-
ships for Opportunity and Results Act which 
has been a remarkable success with over-
whelming support among parents whose chil-
dren participate. 

Every American child deserves the oppor-
tunity to receive a great education. Education 
is the key to success no matter your back-
ground, race or religion. As a former educator, 
I know the importance of making sure our chil-
dren learn the skills they need to succeed in 
life. And while education is, and should re-
main, primarily a state and local issue, Con-
gress has constitutional authority for the Dis-
trict of Columbia. I am committed to making 
sure the parents and teachers in Washington, 
D.C., and throughout the country, have the 

tools necessary to provide a world class edu-
cation to all children. 

No child should have to attend a low per-
forming public school when alternatives are 
available and those alternatives provide posi-
tive and long-lasting benefits for a lifetime. I 
believe strongly in the authority of parents to 
direct the education and upbringing of their 
children with minimal interference from gov-
ernment at any level. Consequently, I am an 
advocate of charter schools, vouchers, and 
opportunity scholarships—all of which are sup-
ported through this legislation. Choice and the 
possibility to have an opportunity to attend the 
highest performing schools is what all parents 
want for their children. 

I am hopeful that with the passage of this 
legislation many more families will have the 
opportunity to take advantage of public, char-
ter, and private schools. Research has found 
voucher recipients are more likely to graduate 
from high school than their public school coun-
terparts—82 percent of students who took ad-
vantage of a scholarship program graduated 
high school, while only 70 percent of students 
who applied but did not receive a scholarship 
graduated high school. 

Education is essential to not only individual 
success, but the success of this great nation. 
H.R. 10 continues the emphasis on edu-
cational quality across D.C. and brings oppor-
tunity to those most in need by providing them 
with the option and means to attend a private 
school. By providing the opportunity to 
choose, children in D.C. will have an oppor-
tunity for a brighter future. For these reasons, 
I support this legislation, and thank Speaker 
BOEHNER for bringing this legislation to the 
floor. 

f 

HONORING MATTHEW SHAFER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Matthew Shafer. 
Matthew is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1125, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Matthew has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Matthew has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Matthew has earned the rank of Warrior 
in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Matthew has also 
contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Matthew constructed an 
asphalt handicap access trail at the commu-
nity baseball fields in Lawson, Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Matthew Shafer for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 

and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ROTARY CLUB 
OF HONOLULU 

HON. MARK TAKAI 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. TAKAI. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this time to recognize the 100th Anniversary of 
the founding of the Rotary Club of Honolulu. 

First chartered on July 1, 1915 with 29 
members, membership has now grown to 
more than 200 members that strive to embody 
the ‘‘service above self’’ motto of the Rotary 
Club. The Honolulu Chapter has truly exempli-
fied this motto at every turn. For the last fifty 
years, the Rotary Club of Honolulu has 
worked to advocate on the behalf of children, 
starting with the committee that grew into the 
Children’s Advocacy Center for sexually 
abused children. Every year, this Rotary Club 
hosts a Christmas Party for foster children and 
their families that celebrates the special rela-
tionship that they share. The work that they do 
shows the passion that each member has for 
serving others and the city and county of Hon-
olulu. 

Not only do they work for the betterment of 
Honolulu, they also work internationally on 
major humanitarian projects in the Philippines. 
The projects they do cannot be understated 
and I would like to extend a heartfelt thanks 
(mahalo) for all the great work that they do. 

Congratulations on this milestone accom-
plishment to the Rotary Club of Honolulu and 
I look forward to continue seeing the great 
work that the Rotary Club of Honolulu does for 
the next hundred years. 

f 

WAZEE PARTNERS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Wazee Part-
ners for receiving the City of Wheat Ridge’s 
Mayor’s Partnership Award. Selected by 
Wheat Ridge Mayor Joyce Jay, the Mayor’s 
Partnership Award recognizes businesses 
showing strong community ties and a positive 
reflection of Wheat Ridge values. 

Wazee Partners has been a critical ally in 
revitalization efforts in Wheat Ridge. In recent 
years, they have constructed more than 130 
affordable senior housing units. The walkable 
placement of the Wheat Ridge Town Center 
Apartments makes the community an ideal 
place for older Coloradans to enjoy and take 
advantage of a thriving Colorado city. Wazee’s 
dedication to the residents and their respon-
siveness to the city make Wazee Partners an 
asset to the Wheat Ridge community. 
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I applaud Wazee Partners for being the re-

cipient of this well-deserved honor by the City 
of Wheat Ridge, and I congratulate them on 
their success. 

f 

HONORING DON CARPENTER 

HON. JOSEPH P. KENNEDY III 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of a friend, mentor and tremendous 
public servant, Don Carpenter. After 20 years 
as a district court judge and 42 years in the 
practice of law, Judge Carpenter retired from 
the bench on October 2, 2015. 

Mr. Carpenter began his legal career in 
1973 as an associate at a Cape Cod law firm. 
Deeply dedicated to the local community, he 
became a public prosecutor shortly thereafter. 
And for the next 21 years, he faithfully served 
the people of Barnstable, Dukes and Nan-
tucket Counties, working his way through the 
ranks to become the First Assistant District At-
torney. 

He was known as a firm but fair prosecutor 
who embraced our responsibility to apply the 
law equally to all. He knew that, while the law 
could not heal all wounds or right every 
wrong, it is the strongest tool we have to de-
liver on the promises of a just society. 

His commitment to the Cape Cod commu-
nity led to his nomination to the state bench. 
I cannot tell you how many cases Judge Car-
penter heard over his two decades in that role. 
How many disputes he resolved. How many 
lives he impacted. How many addicts he 
helped get healthy. How many victims he 
helped find closure. But I can tell you that 
there is at least one young prosecutor he 
helped mentor. 

I will never forget knocking on his door after 
a trial, seeking insight into what I could have 
done differently or advice on which pitfalls to 
watch out for the next time. His door was al-
ways open, to prosecutors and defense attor-
neys alike. And, for me, his advice was simple 
and direct—do what you think is right. The law 
grants you the ability to request the loss of 
someone’s liberty. Use it wisely. Don’t take it 
lightly. 

Mr. Speaker, over the span of a 40-year ca-
reer in our justice system, Judge Carpenter 
used the practice of law wisely, fairly and hon-
estly. His retirement is a loss for the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts and the residents of 
Cape Cod. We wish him and his family well in 
this new chapter in their lives. 

f 

IN HONOR OF COLONEL EDMUND J. 
BARRETT 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and congratulate Colonel Edmund J. 
Barrett of New Jersey on his retirement from 
the United States Army for his military 
achievements, contributions, and service to 
the people of New Jersey and the United 
States of America. 

Originally from Moorestown, New Jersey, 
Colonel Barrett enlisted into the Army Signal 
Corps in 1984. After a tour in Germany, he at-
tended Rutgers University and the University 
of Pennsylvania, where he was a ROTC Dis-
tinguished Military Graduate. 

Over the course of his 31-year career, Colo-
nel Barrett served in Operations Desert Storm 
and Iraqi Freedom and in a multitude of coun-
tries including Germany, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Bosnia, Iraq, Afghanistan and Brussels. He 
studied and mastered Arabic at the Defense 
Language Institute. He served the Joint Staff, 
at the Pentagon, working on Iraq, and later, 
broader Middle East issues, as a Joint Staff 
Planner. After deployment to Baghdad, Iraq, in 
2006 Colonel Barrett became a staff officer at 
the National Security Agency. 

In June, 2012 the Colonel was deployed to 
Afghanistan with the NATO training Mission as 
the Senior Advisor to the Afghan National 
Army (ANA). His work with the ANA prevented 
over a dozen ‘‘Insider Attacks’’ from Afghan 
Soldiers or infiltrators on U.S. and Coalition 
soldiers. After saving countless lives in Af-
ghanistan he came home and returned to NSA 
as a valuable asset providing firsthand knowl-
edge from his time in the Middle East as he 
directed the Afghan Mission Management 
team as a Senior Strategist. 

His extraordinary service has earned Colo-
nel Barrett numerous decorations and awards 
including the Bronze Star Medal, Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal (with 1 Oak Leaf 
Cluster), the Meritorious Service Medal (2 
OLC), the NATO Medal, the German Armed 
Forces Proficiency Badge, and the Knowlton 
Award for Excellence in Military Intelligence, 
and he was presented with the MacArthur 
Leadership Award in 2000 by the Chief of 
Staff of the Army. 

Additionally, he has been a loving husband 
and father of four and even made time to 
coach youth soccer, lead three Habitats for 
Humanity Church Youth Ministry Builds, and 
climb to the peak of Kilimanjaro with his then 
16 year old son. 

Mr. Speaker, Colonel Edmund J. Barrett is 
a great American whose self-sacrifice, leader-
ship, and love of country exemplifies the 
American spirit. I join his family, friends, and 
all of New Jersey in wishing him a happy re-
tirement and thanking him for his outstanding 
service to our country. 

f 

RIDLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT YOUTH 
ADVISORY BOARD GRANT 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the students of Ridley School Dis-
trict for receiving a grant of nearly $100,000 to 
support community service and work on behalf 
of their community. 

For almost 15 years, horticulture classes of-
fered at Ridley High School have provided stu-
dents the opportunity to grow and harvest 
fresh fruits and vegetables through the use of 
greenhouses. A growing interest in these 
classes has led the school district to expand 
the program into a year-long student effort to 
donate their fruits and vegetables to a local 
food bank. The grant, from the State Farm 

Youth Advisory Board, will allow the school 
district to build more greenhouses and expand 
the program into the summer, when students 
can volunteer their time to continue working 
on their harvests. This will mean more food is 
sent to those who need it and fewer members 
of the Delaware County community will go 
hungry. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the students of 
Ridley School District and commend them on 
their hard work and community service. 

f 

LA FONDA’S MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud La Fonda’s 
Mexican Restaurant for receiving the City of 
Wheat Ridge’s Council Partnership Award. Se-
lected by the Wheat Ridge City Council, the 
Council Partnership Award recognizes busi-
nesses showing strong community ties and a 
positive reflection of Wheat Ridge values. 

La Fonda’s Mexican Restaurant has been a 
staple of the Wheat Ridge community for dec-
ades, and is well known for its delicious Mexi-
can food as well as its rich history. Mexican 
immigrant Luis Abarca and his partners found-
ed the restaurant in 1971 and were at the 
forefront of Mexican food becoming a main-
stream American tradition. Just as the Abarca 
family was a critical partner in supporting Col-
orado culture, La Fonda’s Mexican Restaurant 
is a generous partner and contributor to the 
Wheat Ridge community today. 

I applaud La Fonda’s Mexican Restaurant 
for being the recipient of this well-deserved 
honor by the City of Wheat Ridge, and I con-
gratulate them on their success. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO DENNIS G. 
BABCOCK 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Mr. Dennis G. Babcock, a loyal vet-
eran and resident of Enfield, Connecticut who 
passed away last month. 

Born in Albany, New York in 1940, Dennis 
served in the U.S. Navy’s submarine force 
from 1958 to 1960. After his service in the 
Navy, Dennis moved to Connecticut in 1960 
where he would launch a 37 year career at 
Pratt & Whitney Aircraft. A self-identified 
‘‘post-Korea, pre-Vietnam’’ veteran, Dennis 
served as a stalwart advocate for the Con-
necticut veterans. He served veterans across 
my district as a driver and advocate for the 
Disabled American Veterans group. 

After joining the Enfield Chapter in 1995, 
Dennis was appointed commander, remaining 
in that post until 2015. Dennis was exception-
ally devoted to his fellow veterans, pouring his 
heart out to those who gave their lives for this 
country. He was a firm believer that ‘‘vets help 
vets,’’ and he would regularly clock in more 
than 250 miles per day shuttling veterans 
across the state to their medical appointments. 
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In addition to serving as the Commander for 

the State of Connecticut Disabled American 
Veterans group, Dennis also was a member of 
the Veterans Council of Enfield, the Amvets 
Post 18 of Enfield, the American Legion Post 
0114 of Ravena, NY, and an honorary mem-
ber of Veterans Who Care. He received the 
Patriot Award in Enfield in 2012. In addition to 
these accomplishments, Dennis served as an 
active member of the Enfield Fire Department 
from 1972 to 1981, and he was elected as a 
Fire Commissioner for the last 18 years. 

Dennis was a beloved member of the En-
field community, and he will be missed greatly 
by all of those who benefited from his loyalty 
and service to helping those in need, espe-
cially Connecticut veterans. He is survived by 
his wife of 52 years, Diane, as well as his two 
daughters and their husbands, and four grand-
children. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in expressing 
our deepest sorrow to Dennis’s family for their 
loss, and to the eastern Connecticut region 
who lost a loyal community member. 

f 

HEALTH INSURANCE TAX 

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I recently sat down 
with several small business owners in my dis-
trict for a roundtable discussion in Lincoln-
shire, Illinois. The roundtable discussion fo-
cused attention on the Health Insurance Tax 
on small businesses. These local business 
owners are extremely concerned about the 
consequences of a $500 per employee per 
year insurance expense they will have to 
incur. 

One business owner at the roundtable, Rick, 
reiterated that politicians in Washington need 
to understand that each new tax or expense 
isn’t just some exercise in congressional budg-
et scorekeeping—these are a real-world bur-
dens that harm businesses and make it dif-
ficult to keep the doors open and workers em-
ployed. This business owner wasn’t talking 
about it as an abstract economic theory; rath-
er, he was worried that his business cannot 
handle the influx of new expenses. Rick asked 
me to make sure that leaders in Washington 
are fighting for Main Streets across the nation. 
Rick is right. As a small business owner my-
self, I believe that we need to continue to re-
mind Members of Congress that small busi-
nesses are the lifeblood of our economy and 
that we need to encourage a healthy environ-
ment that promotes innovation and entrepre-
neurship. 

According to research by the National Fed-
eration of Independent Business Research 
Foundation, the Health Insurance Tax, also 
known as the HIT, will jeopardize between 
152,000 and 286,000 private-sector jobs 
across the U.S. by 2023. 

The harmful and misguided Health Insur-
ance Tax will add a new strain to small busi-
nesses on Main Street. Illinois is home to 
more than 1.1 million small businesses, which 
employ more than 2.3 million workers. That is 
why I am a cosponsor of H.R. 928 and why 
I encourage my colleagues in the House on 
both sides of the aisle to do the same. 

HONORING SPECIALIST 5TH CLASS 
EULA JETT 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor an outstanding citizen, Spe-
cialist 5th Class Eula Jett for her dedicated 
and honorable service. She is an exceptional 
American in both the military and civilian 
worlds. 

Enlisting in the US Women’s Army Corps in 
1967, SP5 Jett served as a Medical Records 
Technician where she achieved her rank of 
Specialist 5th Class. During her 9 year tenure, 
she completed two tours in Bad Cannstatt, 
Germany before ending her career at Fort 
Hood. While there, SP5 Jett worked in the 
Coding Section and served on the Medical 
Records Committee at the Darnall Army Hos-
pital. Recognizing her dedication, she received 
numerous Letters of Appreciation from the 
Darnall Army Hospital as well as a Letter of 
Commendation. SP5 Jett is a decorated U.S. 
Army Veteran whose awards include the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal and the Good 
Conduct Medal among others. 

SP5 Jett was honorably discharged from the 
Army in 1976 after 9 years, but that did not 
stop her from continuing to support the Army 
she loves. Upon leaving the service, she re-
mained an active supporter of the Army and 
continued to work at Darnall Army Hospital as 
a civilian employee. A few years later SP5 Jett 
would return to support our Veterans as a ci-
vilian employee at the Olin E. Teague Vet-
erans Center in Temple, TX. 

Continuing in her selfless service, SP5 Jett 
showed her dedication and love to the Tem-
ple, Texas community after her retirement. 
She currently serves as Chair on the Salvation 
Army advisory board and the Advisory Council 
of Safe Kids Mid-Texas coalition. As a woman 
of faith, she involves herself in numerous ca-
pacities in the Church Women of the Temple 
Area, including serving as the President in 
2011–2012. 

SP5 Jett’s devotion to our country is 
matched only by her commitment to serving 
others in her community. I commend her for 
her service to the nation, United States Army, 
and her community in Temple, Texas. I wish 
her all the best in the years to come. 

f 

CONFLUENT DEVELOPMENT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Confluent De-
velopment for receiving the City of Wheat 
Ridge’s Reinvestment Award. The Reinvest-
ment Award recognizes businesses who play 
an active role in improving the City of Wheat 
Ridge. 

Confluent Development brought its diverse 
expertise in office, industrial, retail and multi- 
family/senior housing development to the 38th 
and Kipling development, transforming a 
blighted area into a retail and housing destina-
tion for Wheat Ridge residents. The new de-

velopment is home to Sprouts Farmer’s Mar-
ket, a soon-to-be Morning Star Senior Living 
and a newly updated Starbucks. 

I applaud Confluent Development for being 
the recipient of this well-deserved honor by 
the City of Wheat Ridge, and I congratulate 
them on their success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on 
Thursday, June 25, 2015, I was unable to be 
present for a recorded vote. I would have 
voted ‘‘Yes’’ on roll call vote Number 387 (on 
the motion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 
1615, as amended). 

f 

HONORING JOHN MILTON THOMAS 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and accomplishments of John 
Milton Thomas of Shelbyville, Indiana. 

Born in Fairland on Oct. 1, 1926 to Milton 
and Carris Thomas, John lived a long and full 
life. Last month, at the age of 88, he passed 
away surrounded by his loved ones. John is 
survived by his loving wife of 68 years Mary 
‘‘Jean’’ Kerr, his children, grandchildren, great- 
grandchildren, and one great-great grandchild. 
I had the pleasure of knowing John through 
both his work with my wife for the town of 
Morristown, Indiana, and my friendship with 
his son J. Mark Thomas. I am honored to 
speak of his accomplishments today. 

Mr. Thomas was a member of the greatest 
generation. He was a U.S. Army veteran and 
served as a first sergeant during World War II. 
Just last month, John came here to Wash-
ington, D.C. on an honor flight to see the 
World War II Memorial and pay tribute to 
those he fought alongside, who didn’t make it 
home. 

John loved to serve his community. He was 
a former member of the Shelby County Coun-
cil and at one time was the Shelby County 
Clerk. His other memberships included the In-
diana National Guard and Sugar Creek Ma-
sonic Lodge No. 279 F & AM. John attended 
First United Methodist Church, where he also 
volunteered and held many leadership posi-
tions. 

John was also a referee for both high 
school and college basketball, and he was in-
ducted into the Indiana Basketball Hall of 
Fame for officiating a ballgame with a record- 
setting nine overtimes, a record which he still 
holds. 

John was a true friend and a great man with 
a big heart. My thoughts and prayers go out 
to the Thomas family during this difficult time. 
It is my hope that their fond memories of John 
will comfort them during this difficult time. 
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HONORING PLANNED PARENTHOOD 

HUDSON PECONIC 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Planned Parenthood Hudson 
Peconic (PPHP). For years, PPHP has been 
an instrumental partner in keeping my con-
stituents both healthy and educated about 
their reproductive health. 

Operating 11 health centers in Westchester, 
Rockland, Putnam and Suffolk Counties, 
PPHP served over 33,000 men and women in 
2014 alone. In addition, last year PPHP pro-
vided 13,113 HIV tests, 81,941 individual STI 
tests, 5,896 breast examinations and edu-
cation and training programs to over 42,000 
participants. 

While these figures alone are laudable, it is 
important to note that PPHP affords these in-
valuable services to our area’s most vulner-
able patients. In 2014, 76 percent of PPHP 
patients had incomes at or below 150 percent 
of the Federal Poverty Limit. For low-income 
New Yorkers, care is already too hard to come 
by. I am so pleased to know that these New 
Yorkers can rely on PPHP. 

In recent months, Planned Parenthood has 
faced prolonged, politically-motivated attacks. 
It is during times like this that it is most impor-
tant for us to remember not only the work that 
Planned Parenthood does, but the people 
Planned Parenthood serves. PPHP is keeping 
thousands of New Yorkers healthy, many of 
whom might have nowhere else to turn. I am 
pleased to have this opportunity to thank 
PPHP and its allies for their work. As a Mem-
ber of Congress, one of my primary respon-
sibilities is to ensure the well-being of my con-
stituents. I am honored to call PPHP a partner 
in that goal. 

On October 21, 2015, PPHP will honor Jill 
Scheuer, Keith Pattiz and the St. Faith’s 
House Foundation during its Empower Gala. I 
commend these partners for championing 
Planned Parenthood’s mission. It is only with 
the aid of allies like Ms. Scheuer, Mr. Pattiz 
and the St. Faith’s House Foundation that 
Planned Parenthood can continue to provide 
those most in need with quality, accessible 
care. 

f 

COLORADO ACTS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Colorado 
ACTS for receiving the City of Wheat Ridge’s 
Cultural Commission Award. The Cultural 
Commission Award recognizes local busi-
nesses or organizations actively contributing to 
the enrichment of the culture of Wheat Ridge. 

Colorado ACTS is a theater school open to 
children from four to eighteen. They strive to 
bring drama and arts education to the local 
community, and they currently serve about 
200 families. The organization teaches con-
fidence, discipline and an appreciation for the 
arts, while strengthening community ties. 

Since its inception 15 years ago, Colorado 
ACTS has produced more than 100 shows. 

I applaud Colorado ACTS for being the re-
cipient of this well-deserved honor by the City 
of Wheat Ridge, and I congratulate them on 
their success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on 
Wednesday, May 13, 2015, I was unable to be 
present for a recorded vote. I would have 
voted ‘‘No’’ on roll call vote Number 221 (on 
agreeing to the resolution H. Res. 255). 

f 

HONORING DR. J. RANDALL 
O’BRIEN 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
Dr. J. Randall O’Brien is one of the most re-
spected educators in the Nation. 

He took over the reins of Carson-Newman 
University at a real low point in the school’s 
history. 

In fact, just a few years ago, the University 
had such difficult financial problems that some 
people thought it could go under. 

Under Dr. O’Brien’s leadership, the Univer-
sity has undergone a major turnaround, in-
creasing its enrollment, adding new programs, 
and becoming the most forward-looking small-
er university in the Nation. 

Dr. O’Brien recently wrote a lead column for 
the Knoxville News Sentinel concerning the 
proposed new college scorecard put forth by 
the White House and Department of Edu-
cation. 

Because this issue has ramifications for col-
leges and universities all across the Nation, I 
would like to call it to the attention of my col-
leagues and other readers. 

J. RANDALL O’BRIEN: SCORECARD FOR 
COLLEGES UNFAIR AND DAMAGING 

There are are so many fatal flaws in Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s recently unveiled New 
College Scorecard it is difficult to know 
where to begin our nation’s imperative cri-
tique. For starters, how shocking it is to see 
that our educational leaders housed within 
the U.S. Department of Education could 
prove so inept in collecting, interpreting and 
providing our president reliable data. 

College educators fully agree with current 
public opinion that evaluation and reform of 
higher education is overdue. To be sure, col-
lege accessibility, affordability and account-
ability are critical issues that rightfully be-
long on our nation’s agenda. Assessment, 
however, formulated on the basis of incom-
plete questioning and misleading data may 
prove far more damaging than having no 
published assessment at all. 

The New College Scorecard notes the an-
nual cost of attending each college, the grad-
uation rate of the school and the average 
starting salary of its graduates. However, 
the scorecard includes only data of federal 
student-loan borrowers. All other students 
are excluded from the report. 

Moreover, the starting salary numbers fail 
to take into consideration the geographical 
region hosting the institution. A New York 
or California salary, for example, would be 
expected to be significantly higher than an 
Appalachian one. Should not per capita 
wealth and cost of living in the institution’s 
region be noted? 

In addition, no consideration is given to 
the correlation of salary and field of study. 
Teachers, social workers and ministers, for 
instance, do not expect to earn salaries com-
mensurate to business graduates in metro-
politan areas. 

Do we wish to undermine and imperil the 
vitally important work of our nation’s serv-
ice sector, and its college providers, by plac-
ing value on salary alone? Do we really wish 
to discourage the graduation of relatively 
low-income teachers? Moreover, should not a 
premium be placed on a broad-based liberal 
arts education, and the intellectual (and ho-
listic) transformation of the student, which 
prepares the student remarkably well for 
any job, including corporate, legal, political, 
church, community, scientific and edu-
cational leadership? Dare we risk reducing 
the college experience to little more than 
participation in an elite job training pro-
gram? 

Lastly, despite the White House’s insist-
ence on access to higher education for all, 
the new scorecard fails to acknowledge ac-
cessibility of lower socio-economic students 
to each college. Research clearly shows the 
correlation in retention and graduation rates 
to a student’s socioeconomic status, family 
finances and support, and proper academic 
preparation and encouragement. Should we 
not value accessibility and accurately factor 
in its consequences? 

I fear the Department of Education, with 
encouragement from the White House, will 
seek to employ the New College Scorecard in 
determining the amount of financial aid for 
which a student would be eligible at each 
college. Students attending one school may 
qualify for 100 percent of available federal 
grants, while students attending another 
school may qualify for only 75 percent. This, 
I fear, would have the unintended con-
sequence of closing hundreds of colleges, 
which are vital to regional economic well- 
being and to the attainment of our nation’s 
educational needs and goals. 

I regret to say I find the New College 
Scorecard, however well-intended, seriously 
flawed, patently unfair and exceedingly dis-
appointing. Can we please do better? 

J. Randall O’Brien is president of Carson- 
Newman University. 

f 

HONORING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE WILL COUNTY 
COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 20th Anniversary of the Will County 
Community Health Center in Joliet, Illinois. 

Since 1995, the Will County Community 
Health Center has been serving uninsured and 
underinsured patients as well as providing a 
crucial safety net for families and individuals 
struggling to afford adequate health care. As 
the oldest Federally Qualified Health Center in 
Will County, the Community Health Center has 
maintained its commitment to patient-centered 
care for the medically underserved in our com-
munity. 
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I would like to congratulate the Will County 

Community Health Center, the Community 
Health Center Governing Council, and the Will 
County Health Department on this important 
milestone. 

f 

QUALITY AUTO CARE AND TIRE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Quality Auto 
Care and Tire for receiving the City of Wheat 
Ridge’s Business of the Year Award. 

The Business of the Year Award recognizes 
local businesses who demonstrate a commit-
ment to their community, strong management 
practices and are a positive reflection of 
Wheat Ridge values. 

Quality Auto Care and Tire takes pride in 
providing reliable auto maintenance and put-
ting the customer’s interest before their own. 
Through high-quality service and trans-
parency, Quality Auto Care has earned the 
trust of many Wheat Ridge residents. Beyond 
auto work, the business has shown its dedica-
tion to the Wheat Ridge Community by be-
coming a Premier Sponsor to the city’s Carna-
tion Festival. 

I applaud Quality Auto Care and Tire for 
being the recipient of this well-deserved honor 
by the City of Wheat Ridge, and I congratulate 
them on their success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SFC DEBRA L. 
NEWTON, UPON HER RETIREMENT 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize an outstanding member of the 
Connecticut National Guard, Sergeant First 
Class Debra Newton. Debbie’s service has 
transcended her title and encompassed a 
range of National Guard responsibilities and 
volunteer positions throughout her more than 
35 years of National Guard service. Although 
she has served in multiple capacities as a 
Public Affairs Officer, ultimately as the Chief 
Public Affairs NCO, Debbie has always strived 
to go beyond her responsibilities and further 
serve the Guard community in Connecticut 
and beyond. 

Debbie is an accomplished member of the 
Guard, whose work has been recognized by 
the Department of the Army and the National 
Guard Bureau. Debbie has acted as editor of 
the national award winning newspaper Con-
necticut Guardian since she created it in 2000. 
She has served as the Federal Women’s Pro-
gram manager and on the Joint Force Head-
quarters of Connecticut Common Task Testing 
Committee, and the 169th Leadership Regi-
ment as the regimental Public Affairs Officer. 

Debbie has been a member of the National 
Guard Association of Connecticut since 1980 
and has served on the executive board for 13 
of the past 15 years as President and Sec-
retary. She is also an active and lifetime mem-
ber of the Enlisted Association of the National 

Guard of the United States (EANGUS). In both 
capacities, she provided a regular and effec-
tive presence in Washington to educate mem-
bers of the Connecticut Congressional Delega-
tion on the priorities of her members in Con-
necticut and around the country. 

Debbie provided critical support to advance 
the priorities of Connecticut’s National Guard 
in Washington and back home in Connecticut. 
Over the years, she was knee-deep with us in 
the critical fights that would determine the fu-
ture of the Guard in Connecticut, including 
working to oppose the BRAC 2005 rec-
ommendation that removed A–10s from Con-
necticut, years of work towards securing a 
permanent flying mission for the 103rd Flying 
Yankees, advocating for the recognition of 
members of the National Guard as veterans, 
and promoting fairness for dual status military 
technicians. 

Debbie’s experience, commitment, and en-
ergy are unmatched. The Connecticut National 
Guard, and all those who serve in the uniform 
of our state and nation, is stronger thanks to 
her efforts. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
thanking Debbie for her decades of service 
and wish her well in her retirement. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE EFFORTS 
OF DIAGEO 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, today, I am proud 
to congratulate the efforts of Diageo to make 
nutritional and alcohol-content information on 
alcoholic beverages more accessible to con-
sumers. 

Diageo is voluntarily taking steps to list this 
information in a way that is easily understood 
by most people. For many of us, it is not very 
useful to know how many calories a drink has 
per 50 milliliters, or what the alcohol content of 
one-third of a beer is. That’s why Diageo will 
list this information by typical serving size, so 
consumers will know how much alcohol and 
how many calories are in a single can of beer 
or one mixed drink, for example. 

While the labeling will begin in Europe right 
away, it is the company’s plan to roll it out to 
all approved markets as soon as possible. 

I am supportive of these efforts because I 
believe that consumers want more access to 
information about the food and beverages they 
consume, and want that information presented 
in a way that is relevant to the consumption 
decisions they make. I also think that any in-
crease in transparency and labelling in the al-
cohol industry can help curtail alcohol over-
consumption and drunk driving. 

Diageo has been a longtime and upstanding 
member of the business community in the 4th 
Congressional District of Connecticut, and I 
am once again pleased to see them setting 
trends in their industry, especially when those 
trends could lead to a healthier and safer 
world. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on 
Thursday, January 22, 2015, I was unable to 
be present for recorded votes. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: ‘‘NO’’ on roll call 
vote Number 42 (on ordering the previous 
question on H. Res. 42), ‘‘NO’’ on roll call vote 
Number 43 (on agreeing to the resolution H. 
Res. 42), and ‘‘YES’’ on roll call vote Number 
44 (on the motion to recommit H.R. 7, with in-
structions). 

f 

ANTHONY M’S VISIONS IN GOLD 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Anthony M’s 
Visions in Gold for receiving the City of Wheat 
Ridge’s Business of the Year Award. 

The Business of the Year Award recognizes 
local businesses who demonstrate a commit-
ment to their community, strong management 
practices and are a positive reflection of 
Wheat Ridge values. 

After tremendous growth last year, Anthony 
M’s Visions in Gold expanded their store and 
are adding a CAD–CAM system to personalize 
the jewelry-buying experience for their cus-
tomers. Additionally, the business continuously 
gives back to the Wheat Ridge community, 
regularly participating in the Feed the Future 
back pack program and working with Wheat 
Ridge High School to display jewelry students’ 
work. 

I applaud Anthony M’s Visions in Gold for 
being the recipient of this well-deserved honor 
by the City of Wheat Ridge, and I congratulate 
them on their success. 

f 

HONORING CHRIS MAPLES FOR 
EARNING THE BOY SCOUTS OF 
AMERICA’S WOOD BADGE 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a special individual, and a member of 
my staff, Chris Maples, for earning the Boy 
Scouts Leader Wood Badge on October 15, 
2015. Chris has worked extremely hard on his 
Wood Badge recognition, and is finally being 
rewarded for his efforts and the impact those 
efforts have had on the Scouts under his lead-
ership. Chris has spent eight years with Troop 
527 of Richmond County, North Carolina, and 
has spent the last four years as the group’s 
Scout Master. 

The Wood Badge, which is the highest level 
of adult Scout training available through the 
Boy Scouts of America, is an advanced-learn-
ing and team-building training series that gives 
Scout Leaders the opportunity to better under-
stand the purpose and goals of the Scouting 
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program, as well as strengthen their long-term 
commitment to Scouting and provide them 
with valuable leadership skills. In order to earn 
the Wood Badge, the Scout Leader must go 
through the Wood Badge course, in which the 
Scout Leader must complete two separate 
phases: the practical phase and the applica-
tion phase. During the practical phase, the 
Scout Leader will spend two weekends at 
camp with a group of fellow Scout Leaders, 
learning how to better lead their troop with a 
hands-on camp experience. Also during the 
practical phase, the Scout Leader will develop 
what is called a ‘‘Ticket,’’ which is a set of five 
tasks or goals developed to strengthen and 
improve their troop. After completing the prac-
tical phase and developing their ticket, the 
Scout Leader will move in to the application 
phase, in which the Scout Leader will com-
plete their five tasks within eighteen months of 
finishing the practical phase. 

Chris began his Wood Badge journey in Oc-
tober of 2014, and finished his requirements in 
June of this year. For his ticket, Chris worked 
with his troop to allow some of the young men 
to become patrol leaders, which allowed them 
to take up leadership positions within the troop 
and provide these members the opportunity to 
gain valuable leadership experience. In addi-
tion, Chris recruited more members to Troop 
527 and created a ‘‘Scouter of the Year’’ 
award, as well as a special summer camp just 
for his troop. Chris has worked tirelessly to im-
prove the scouting experience for the mem-
bers of Troop 527, and his efforts have cer-
tainly made a difference. 

During Chris’ Wood Badge ceremony, he re-
ceived the Wood Badge beads and regalia, as 
well as a certificate detailing his accomplish-
ments. This is a very special ceremony that I 
am sure Chris will remember for the rest of his 
scouting days, and he should be extremely 
proud of the hard work it took to accomplish 
this feat. As a former Boy Scout, I am thankful 
Chris took the time to better himself so that he 
could better serve the members of Troop 527. 
I am confident they will be better off as a re-
sult of Chris’ hard work. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in thank-
ing Chris Maples for his service to the young 
men of Troop 527, and to congratulate him for 
earning the distinguished Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica’s Wood Badge Leader recognition. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF JOHN 
NAVARRETTE 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. John Navarrette as he celebrates 
31 years of service to the County of Fresno. 
Mr. Navarrette will be retiring as the Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer of Fresno County, a posi-
tion that he has served in for the last six and 
a half years of his career. John’s extraordinary 
career and service to the County of Fresno 
deserves to be honored. 

John was born and raised in Mendota, Cali-
fornia. He attended Mendota Unified schools 
including Tranquility High School, and grad-
uated from California State University, Fresno 
in his early twenties. Throughout his career, 
John has achieved a multitude of goals while 

working in government. He started his career 
with the County of Fresno in 1985 as an entry 
level staff analyst. John subsequently went to 
work in Sacramento for the California State 
Legislature in 1997, retaining a position in the 
Speaker’s Office. One of his early achieve-
ments was obtaining funds for City and Coun-
ty parks, as well as the now infamous book-
mobile. 

In 1999, Mr. Navarrette got a job in the 
Lieutenant Governor’s office. During his time 
there, he managed special projects and eco-
nomic development trade missions to Mexico 
and Italy. In 2003, returned to his roots in Cali-
fornia’s Central Valley and went back to work 
for the County of Fresno, becoming the Direc-
tor of General Services in 2004. 

As previously mentioned, the last six and a 
half years, John has served as the County Ad-
ministrative Officer, and led 5,000 Fresno 
County employees towards solving many of 
the community’s issues. He was able to form 
a senior team that showed drive and dedica-
tion, and his extensive experience in govern-
ment has allowed him to implement policies in 
an effective manner. 

John’s tenacity and willingness to work hard 
got him where he is today. His leadership 
skills allowed him to lead Fresno County dur-
ing one of the most difficult times his commu-
nity has ever experienced. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pleasure that I ask my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives to join me in 
recognizing Mr. John Navarrette for the con-
tributions he has made to the State of Cali-
fornia and County of Fresno. His dedication to 
our community is inspiring and deserving of 
recognition. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO RE-
MOVE J. EDGAR HOOVER’S NAME 
FROM THE FBI BUILDING IN 
WASHINGTON, DC 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of a bill I introduced today to remove 
J. Edgar Hoover’s name from the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation building in Washington, 
DC. 

J. Edgar Hoover did terrible things when he 
served as FBI Director. 

His infamous ‘‘COINTELPRO’’ program har-
assed civil rights workers, political activists 
and homosexuals. 

He was downright abusive. 
His efforts to silence Martin Luther King, Jr. 

and out homosexuals working for the federal 
government were deplorable. 

It has been reported that, at one point, he 
even had a letter sent to Dr. King threatening 
to expose information about his private life. 
The letter appeared to suggest that Dr. King 
should kill himself to save himself from the 
embarrassment. 

The letter said, ‘‘King, there is only one 
thing left for you to do. You know what it is. 
You have just 34 days in which to do (this 
exact number has been selected or a specific 
reason, it has practical significant [sic]. You 
are done. There is but one way out for you. 
You better take it before your filthy, abnormal 
fraudulent self is bared to the nation.’’ 

His treatment of homosexuals was no bet-
ter. He called them ‘‘sex deviates.’’ 

He ordered the FBI to undertake extraor-
dinary efforts to identify everyone who was 
even suspected of being homosexual in the 
federal government. 

There is a very good documentary about 
this by Michael Isikoff on Yahoo News entitled 
‘‘Uniquely Nasty: J. Edgar Hoover’s war on 
gays’’. I encourage my colleagues to see it. 

In 1951, Hoover issued a memo to top FBI 
officials saying that ‘‘Each supervisor will be 
held personally responsible to underline in 
green pencil the names of individuals . . . 
who are alleged to be sex deviates.’’ 

The FBI eventually collected more than 
360,000 files on gays and lesbians. 

It has been reported that in 1952, Hoover 
outed a young campaign aide who was in line 
to be hired by President-elect Eisenhower. 
The young man, Arthur Vandenburgh, Jr., was 
the son of Republican U.S. Senator Arthur 
Vandenburgh. But that didn’t matter. 

The young Vandenburgh was promptly re-
jected. 

And Hoover didn’t even stop there. Years 
later, the FBI went on to out the young man 
to Confidential magazine, which then outed 
him publicly—reporting, ‘‘Once upon a time 
there was a famous senator’s son who had a 
limp wrist.’’ 

J. Edgar Hoover was a terrible man. Even 
the FBI’s own web site declares that his infa-
mous COINTELPRO program was, ‘‘rightly 
criticized by Congress and the American peo-
ple for abridging first amendment rights and 
for other reasons.’’ 

Yet, his name continues to adorn the FBI 
building in Washington, DC—one of the most 
prominent buildings in our nation’s capital. 

This is just wrong. 
I urge my colleagues to pass this bill, and 

remove his name from the FBI building. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF PHIL 
RATLIFF 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Phil Ratliff who 
passed away unexpectedly on August 9, 2015, 
after suffering a cardiac event. We send our 
prayers and sincerest condolences to his wife, 
Jenni, and their two children, Haley and Dylan. 

Coach Ratliff dedicated his life to inspiring 
young student athletes through the game of 
football. After an impressive collegiate career, 
twice being named to the nation’s All-Amer-
ican team, Coach Ratliff passed along his un-
derstanding of the game of football and inspi-
rational outlook on life as an assistant coach 
at his alma mater, Marshall University, and 
then at James Madison University. 

Coach Ratliff later joined the new football 
program at the University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte, my alma mater, as the program’s 
Offensive Line Coach and Recruiting Coordi-
nator. Under his leadership, the Charlotte 
49ers’ offense averaged more than 484 yards 
per game last season. A beloved father, hus-
band, friend, and coach, he will be deeply 
missed by all who had the pleasure of know-
ing him. 
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Mr. Speaker, please join me today in com-

memorating the life of Coach Phil Ratliff for his 
service to the student athletes of Marshall Uni-
versity, James Madison University, and the 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte; in 
addition to the countless lives he impacted in 
his community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DONALD ELLIS 
WILLIAMSON, M.D. 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to recognize the long and devoted public serv-
ice of Donald Ellis Williamson, M.D. After serv-
ing more than two decades as Alabama’s 
State Health Officer and three years as the 
state Medicaid Commissioner, Dr. Williamson 
is stepping down from these positions next 
month. 

Dr. Williamson attended the University of 
Mississippi School of Medicine, graduating 
Cum Laude in 1979. He pursued his internship 
and residency at the University of Virginia, and 
was certified by the American Board of Inter-
nal Medicine in 1982. 

With his education complete, Dr. Williamson 
then began his long career in public health. 
After serving four years as the State Tuber-
culosis Control Officer in Mississippi (1982– 
1986), he held a series of positions in the Ala-
bama Department of Public Health. He began 
as the Director of the Division of Disease Con-
trol (1986–1989) before serving as the Direc-
tor of the Bureau of Preventive Health Serv-
ices (1989–1992). On November 18, 1992, he 
started his service as the head of the Depart-
ment. 

During his tenure, Dr. Williamson became 
known for addressing key public health issues, 
such as disaster preparedness and advancing 
the health of children, in the name of improv-
ing health for all Alabamians. For example, in 
recent years, he led the state health efforts re-
lated to Hurricane Katrina in 2005, and also 
those related to the April 2011 tornadoes. He 
was responsible for the design & implementa-
tion of the state’s Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP), known as ALLKIDS. This 
was one of the first Children’s Health Insur-
ance Programs in the nation and lowered the 
rate of uninsured children in Alabama from 20 
percent to under 7 percent. He was also intent 
on doing a better job of reducing infant mor-
tality and increasing children’s immunization 
rates. 

I wish Dr. Williamson all the very best as he 
steps down from the Department of Public 
Health and moves into his new role as presi-
dent of the Alabama Hospital Association. I 
know that he will bring fresh insight to the As-
sociation and carry the organization to new 
heights. I look forward to working with him in 
this new position. 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
MASON GREGORY 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the memory of Mason 
Gregory of Mooreville, Mississippi who joined 
his Heavenly Father on Monday, October 12, 
2015. 

Only 12 years old, Mason was a 7th grade 
student at Mooreville Middle School. He ex-
celled at sports and was a member of the 
Mooreville Junior High Football team as well 
as Saltillo Park and Recreation baseball. 

Outside of school, Mason was an active 
member of New Hope Baptist Church where 
he loved being a part of the youth group. 

Mason spent most of his time outdoors, and 
his favorite activity was hunting with his dad. 

Full of happiness and love, Mason was 
adored by his family, friends, and teammates. 

Survivors include his parents, Bert and 
Angel Gregory of Tupelo; sister, Anna Greg-
ory; grandparents, Mike Seawright (Norma) of 
Flora and Betty Stembridge (Mike) of 
Mooreville; his special cousin, Ally Grace 
Bounds who was like a sister to him. 

He was preceded in death by his grand-
parents, Anderson and Nudeane Gregory. 

My thoughts and prayers are with Mason’s 
family and friends during this difficult time. 

f 

HONORING DONNA CARPENTER 
FOR RECEIVING THE SOUTHEAST 
TOURISM SOCIETY’S BEACON 
AWARD 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Donna Carpenter, who serves as Presi-
dent and CEO of the Cabarrus County Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau, for receiving the 
Southeast Tourism Society’s Beacon Award. 
The Beacon Award recognizes an individual 
who best exemplifies outstanding leadership in 
the pursuit of excellence and who has ad-
vanced the tourism industry. 

Ms. Carpenter joined the Cabarrus County 
Convention and Visitors Bureau as President 
and CEO in 2009, but has been actively in-
volved in the Charlotte area for nearly fifteen 
years. Ms. Carpenter has been instrumental in 
the improvement of the Cabarrus County and 
Charlotte-area tourism industry, working with 
leaders in the area to improve infrastructure 
development and create long-lasting relation-
ships between local municipalities. One of Ms. 
Carpenter’s greatest achievements during her 
time at the Cabarrus County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau has been her leadership in en-
suring the implementation of the ‘‘Destination 
2020 Plan,’’ a proposal to develop Cabarrus 
County as a premier travel destination and 
outline key components for reaching this goal. 

Furthermore, Ms. Carpenter has worked 
tirelessly to grow the image of Cabarrus Coun-
ty’s tourism industry and connect with visitors 
and residents alike. Under her leadership, the 
Cabarrus County Convention and Visitors Bu-

reau office, as well as the Visitor’s Center, 
were relocated to better serve the area and 
act as a central hub for visitor activity. As a re-
sult of her efforts to improve the tourism in-
dustry in our area, the Cabarrus County Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau was accredited by 
the Destination Marketing Accreditation Pro-
gram by Destination Marketing Association 
International in 2013. 

In addition to her work within the Cabarrus 
County and Charlotte-area tourism industry, 
Ms. Carpenter is actively involved in our com-
munity. She is a member of several area orga-
nizations and serves on multiple boards, in-
cluding the Cabarrus County Chamber of 
Commerce. As a proud alumnus of the univer-
sity I am extremely grateful for her involve-
ment on the University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte’s Advisory Board. Clearly, Ms. Car-
penter is an asset to our area, and I look for-
ward to seeing all that she will accomplish in 
the future. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in con-
gratulating Donna Carpenter for receiving the 
Southeast Tourism Society’s Beacon Award, 
as well as her dedication to making Charlotte 
and Cabarrus County a world-class tourism 
destination. 

f 

COMMENDING THE WORK OF DR. 
EARL BROOKS, II 

HON. MARLIN A. STUTZMAN 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the fifteen-year tenure of Dr. Earl 
Brooks, as President of Trine University in An-
gola, Indiana. 

Having once been a student at Trine Univer-
sity, it is an honor to recognize Dr. Brooks for 
his many years of service to the academic 
community in Northeast Indiana. 

During his fifteen years at Trine, Dr. Brooks 
has significantly increased enrollment while 
maintaining a remarkable, above-average ca-
reer-placement percentage for his students. 
He transitioned the university from under-
graduate to graduate and doctoral degree sta-
tus and even moved university athletics to the 
NCAA. 

Mr. Speaker, I submit an article from the 
publication, Business People, highlighting Dr. 
Brooks’ fifteen-year tenure and his many nota-
ble accomplishments. 

In closing, I would like to thank Dr. Brooks 
for his distinguished service and wish him well 
as he continues to lead Trine University. 

[From Business People, August 1, 2015] 
GIVING CREDIT WHERE IT’S DUE 

(By Jon Detweiler) 
While The American College President 

Study reports a downtrend nationally in av-
erage leadership tenure—from eight and a 
half years in 2006 to an average of seven 
years in 2011—Trine University President Dr. 
Earl D. Brooks II completes 15 years at the 
helm, with ongoing plans firmly in place for 
years to come. When Brooks stepped into 
leadership 15 years ago, he was the youngest 
college president in the state. Now, he ranks 
second on the list of longest tenures at Indi-
ana colleges and universities. 

Why is Trine celebrating Dr. Brooks’ ten-
ure? What has defined his success over the 
past 15 years? His list of accomplishments is 
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too long to enumerate here, but some high-
lights include: 

Total enrollment up from 1,350 to 3,800; 78% 
of that increase experienced over the past 
five years, with an additional 15% projected 
for Fall 2015 

Transition from undergraduate to graduate 
and doctorate degree status 

Upgrade of athletic programs from NAIA 
to NCAA 

Successful completion of the largest cap-
ital campaign in Trine’s history ($90 million) 
and raised 55% of current $75 million Invest 
in Excellence campaign 

Update and revitalization of the physical 
campus through a $100 million investment in 
new projects, including eight new apart-
ment-style student housing units 

Renovation of the Health Sciences Edu-
cation Center 

Expansion of welcome/admissions center 
New university center and library 
New athletic and recreation center, com-

plete with a new stadium 
Renovation of the administration building 

and the T. Furth Center for Performing Arts 
Renovation of Ford Hall, home of the 

Ketner School of Business 
Construction of the Jim and Joan Bock 

Center for Innovation & Biomedical Engi-
neering 

New College of Engineering and Business 
Full-time faculty bolstered by 60%, from 53 

to 89 
A career-placement average of 99.7% for 

Trine graduates, compared to the national 
average of 75.6% as reported by the National 
Association of Colleges and Employers in 
2013–2014 

To celebrate what has been accomplished 
under Dr. Brooks’ leadership, however, must 
lead naturally to a discussion of why he has 
been so successful. ‘‘I started in the class-
room teaching, which I still love,’’ says 
Brooks. ‘‘You never grow tired of that expo-
sure to young people.’’ After teaching biol-
ogy and physiology, Brooks worked his way 
up from classroom professor to department 
chair, then to school dean. At universities in 
Tennessee and Delaware, he served as both 
vice president for academic affairs and exec-
utive vice president/chief operating officer, 
eventually becoming immersed in the var-
ious operations of a college campus. 

But three years into his role as chief aca-
demic officer at Lincoln Memorial Univer-
sity in Harrogate, Tennessee, Brooks awak-
ened to the crucial function of fundraising 
and development. Consequently, his aca-
demic history and his fundraising experience 
together produced a love for administration 
that prompted his desire to pursue the presi-
dency. ‘‘I’d learned through that process the 
two most critical areas for the success of an 
institution,’’ says Brooks: ‘‘The enrollment 
aspect and the fundraising aspect.’’ He at-
tributes part of Trine’s success as a team to 
understanding and focusing on those two pri-
orities. ‘‘Financially, enrollment and fund-
raising drive the institution.’’ 

The fact that higher education has seen 
drastic changes during Dr. Brooks’ tenure 
emphasizes its focus. ‘‘Higher education has 
become more and more of a business,’’ he 
says. ‘‘We’ve learned to operate like a busi-
ness.’’ Schools are becoming consumer-driv-
en now, which makes the student a cus-
tomer. ‘‘Kids arriving today need an edu-
cation with a career in mind.’’ 

Trine’s astonishing 99.7 percent career- 
placement average for graduates is 
hardwired directly to the school’s career 
focus. ‘‘We’re fortunate to be a school that is 
more professional-oriented in our degree of-
ferings, which gives us a clear advantage,’’ 
says Brooks. Possibly the greater advantage 
for students, however, is the school’s connec-
tion to local business and industry. By ar-

ranging practicums and internships with 
local companies, the faculty sets up its stu-
dents to gain valuable experience outside the 
classroom and to build relationships with po-
tential employers. ‘‘The key to success 
today—particularly on the education side, 
but also the job-placement side—is that link-
age to business and industry,’’ says Brooks. 
In fact, all new programming at Trine is seen 
through the lens of its potential for career 
outcomes. 

If Dr. Brooks had a word of advice for his 
peers, he might add two elements to the list 
of reasons why he has succeeded as a leader. 
‘‘Don’t be afraid to take a risk. Be bold,’’ he 
says. ‘‘Be bold in your vision, stick to your 
beliefs, listen to the market but don’t be 
afraid to take a calculated risk.’’ Second, 
drop the long-range planning. ‘‘I’m not sure 
that long-range planning fits higher edu-
cation,’’ he says. ‘‘Ten-year plans don’t fit, 
so we’ve adopted a philosophy we call a roll-
ing three-year plan.’’ 

Here again, a look at why Dr. Brooks has 
succeeded must be cut short, primarily be-
cause the president would rather talk about 
who has made him successful. ‘‘People make 
the institution. You try to hire great people 
with talents greater than yours and not be 
threatened by that,’’ he says with warmth 
and a wry smile. Indeed, the plaque on his 
desk reads, ‘‘There is no limit to what a man 
can do or where he can go if he doesn’t mind 
who gets the credit.’’ 

Whether luck or talent, Brooks has the 
knack for attracting good people to an orga-
nization at all levels—faculty, staff, board of 
trustees, donors and, of course, students. 
‘‘You need good people to lead an amazing 
transformation,’’ he says. 

And while Brooks is no longer in the class-
room, he still finds multiple ways to engage 
the students. He maintains an open-door pol-
icy with them, an ideal that one might ques-
tion until Brooks hands you his business 
card, which includes his home phone number. 
‘‘That connection with students is some-
thing that just never goes away,’’ he says. 

This year, Trine University is celebrating 
the 15-year tenure of its president, Dr. Earl 
D. Brooks II, and for good reason. He has 
done much and he has gone far, and for that, 
he deserves a fair share of the credit. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF FRANK 
DAVIS 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Frank Davis of Concord, North Carolina, 
who passed away on August 24, 2015. We 
send our prayers and sincerest condolences 
to his wife, Joan, and the entire Davis family. 

Born on November 7, 1944, Mr. Davis dedi-
cated his life to serving our nation’s students. 
After receiving his degree from Berry College, 
Mr. Davis taught high school English in a na-
tionwide linguistic research and development 
project in Rome, GA. After completing this 
project, Mr. Davis transitioned to the field of 
higher education, where he served three dec-
ades as an admissions and chief development 
officer at several universities, including his 
alma mater. In 1998, Mr. Davis joined The 
Cannon Foundation, later becoming the Foun-
dation’s Executive Director in 2000. 

I had the honor of becoming friends with Mr. 
Davis during his time at the Cannon Founda-
tion, and I was immediately struck by his hum-

ble attitude and sincere dedication to service 
to others and to improving educational oppor-
tunities for all students. Not only that, he in-
spired each of us to be better people and to 
give back to our communities through kind-
ness, charity and service. 

I recently had the honor to present Mr. 
Davis posthumously with the Order of the 
Long Leaf Pine, the highest award the Gov-
ernor of North Carolina can bestow. The Order 
was created in 1963, and has been presented 
to honor persons who have a proven record of 
service to the State of North Carolina. While 
Mr. Davis made his mark in other states, like 
Georgia and Alabama, it seems like he always 
had North Carolina on his mind. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in com-
memorating the life of Frank Davis for his 
commitment to his community and the numer-
ous lives he impacted throughout his life. 

f 

HONORING RICHARD K. DONAHUE 

HON. NIKI TSONGAS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, the City of 
Lowell, Massachusetts is well-known for its 
historic contributions to this nation, from its 
roots in the founding of modern industry, to 
world-renown authors and artists, to public of-
ficials who helped shape the national con-
versation. Lowell recently lost one of those ti-
tanic figures with the passing of Richard K. 
Donahue. 

Richard Donahue will be remembered 
across Massachusetts and the country for his 
expertise and leadership in the legal world, as 
well as his acumen and achievements in poli-
tics, policy and business. 

A valued citizen of Lowell, his professional 
career existed on the national stage, through 
his storied involvement in the successful cam-
paign of President John F. Kennedy, his ten-
ure as a confidant and advisor at the Kennedy 
White House, as a highly-regarded and nation-
ally respected lawyer, and as President of 
NIKE, a major worldwide company. He was an 
exemplary role model for young Lowellians 
coming of age in the 60s and 70s, setting a 
standard of excellence and accomplishment 
that he made seem quite easy. 

As much as Dick was a national figure, he 
never lost touch with his home city. He re-
mained deeply committed to Lowell throughout 
his entire life. Dick represented the fighting 
spirit and dedication to community that is 
Lowell’s trademark. He always had the com-
munity’s best interests at heart. 

His wife, Nancy, the founder of Merrimack 
Repertory Theater has been its guiding light 
from its inception. Dick and Nancy’s tremen-
dous philanthropic support to the theater and 
across the region reflected their unflagging 
generosity and willingness to share the fruits 
of a very successful life and devote it to the 
best interests of the City of Lowell. 

Dick also understood that the City and its 
University rise and fall together, and devoted 
himself to being a leader at the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell, helping to position that 
institution for future success. 

Even in recent years, when Dick’s health 
was not good, you’d still see him attend 
events he thought were important. It reflected 
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his ongoing affection and love for his city and 
the many good things that happen here. 

Dick Donahue was a remarkable Lowellian. 
I know I’m not alone when I say thank you to 
him for his endless dedication to his country 
and his city; and to his wife and family for 
sharing him with us. He will be greatly missed, 
but his legacy will be felt across this region for 
generations to come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on 
Thursday, July 16, 2015, I was unable to be 
present for a recorded vote. I would have 
voted ‘‘YES’’ on roll call vote Number 443 (on 
agreeing to the Garamendi Amendment to 
H.R. 2898). 

f 

REMEMBERING PEGGY DELOACH 
NOBLES 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in remembrance of Peggy DeLoach No-
bles who entered into eternal rest Wednesday, 
September 30, 2015. 

Born on September 24, 1936, Mrs. Nobles 
was the daughter of Henry William DeLoach 
and Navada Todd DeLoach. Mrs. Nobles was 
raised on a farm in Tattnall County and grad-
uated from Glennville High School in 1954. 
She was also a graduate of Draughon’s Busi-
ness College in Savannah, Georgia. 

Mrs. Nobles was active in business, and for 
decades worked as the administrator of the 
Long County Sherriff’s Office alongside her 
husband, Cecil Nobles, who was the sheriff of 
Long County from 1969 until 2012. Mrs. No-
bles continued her work with the Sherriff’s Of-
fice as her son, Craig, was elected sheriff in 
2012. Mrs. Nobles was a very active member 
of her community and the Long County Cham-
ber of Commerce. She was also a longtime 
member of the Jones Creek Baptist Church in 
Ludowici, Georgia. 

Perhaps most important to Mrs. Nobles was 
her love for her family and extended family 
with whom she always enjoyed spending time. 
She is survived by her three sons and daugh-
ters-in-law: James Cecil Jr. and Stephanie, 
Kenneth Elliot and Bonnie, and Craig William 
and Elizabeth; 5 grandchildren and 4 great- 
grandchildren; sisters, Gaynell DeLoach Paulk 
of Alexandria, Louisiana, and Ava Jean 
DeLoach Rooker of Glennville; brothers, 
Charles P. DeLoach of Glennville and Larry L. 
DeLoach of Lakeland, Florida; brother-in-law, 
Raymond Gus Nobles of Ludowici; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. 

HONORING RICHARD P. HOWE 

HON. NIKI TSONGAS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, the City of 
Lowell, Massachusetts has a long and storied 
tradition of public service, forged by countless 
dedicated men and women who utilized inno-
vative and open-minded ideas to better the 
lives of others and further progress in their 
community. Lowell recently lost one of those 
titanic figures with the passing of Richard P. 
Howe. 

For all of us who were privileged to know 
Dick Howe, Sr., this is a moment to celebrate 
the life and the legacy of a devoted Lowellian. 

My family first came to know Dick and his 
family when my husband Paul Tsongas served 
alongside him as a member of the Lowell City 
Council. They also shared a law office until 
Paul was elected to Congress. Dick was an 
important mentor and role model to Paul, ex-
emplifying unwavering integrity, courageous 
leadership, and an abiding belief in the City. 

Dick held office during Lowell’s extraor-
dinary transformation and was one of the cre-
ative community leaders who helped turn a 
shared vision to revitalize Lowell into reality. 

Two years ago, we celebrated the dedica-
tion of The Richard P. Howe Bridge, which is 
a fitting tribute to a man who helped bridge 
many divides to bring people together in the 
name of the city he loved. He will be greatly 
missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF EDUCATIONAL TALENT 
SEARCH IN DURHAM, NEW HAMP-
SHIRE 

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 50th anniversary of Educational 
Talent Search (ETS) in Durham, New Hamp-
shire. I am pleased to join with the University 
of New Hampshire in recognizing this great 
milestone for ETS and its supporters. 

This is a great achievement for both ETS 
and the University that supports it, and speaks 
highly to the outstanding services and guid-
ance the program has offered to first-genera-
tion college students of the communities they 
serve. For the past 50 years, Educational Tal-
ent Search has been a leader in helping stu-
dents with academic advising, postsecondary 
placement, academic preparation and career 
exploration. 

Through the leadership of ETS, thirty-one 
middle schools and high schools throughout 
New Hampshire are being provided academic 
advising, career planning, and financial aid 
and financial literacy information, to better in-
crease educational opportunities for those 
youth it supports. ETS has an impressive 
record of having 100% of the students it works 
with graduate from high school, and helping 
86% of those students go on to attend college. 

I am proud to join with my fellow Granite 
Staters in recognizing the 50th anniversary of 
the Educational Talent Search, and wish them 
all the best in their future years. 

THE RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT VIO-
LATES ITS SECURITY, ECO-
NOMIC, HUMAN RIGHTS COMMIT-
MENTS AGREEMENTS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday I chaired a hearing of the Helsinki 
Commission that examined the Russian gov-
ernment’s repeated violations of its inter-
national security, economic, and human rights 
commitments. 

In accord with the three dimensions of secu-
rity promoted by the OSCE and the Helsinki 
Final Act of 1975, the Commission looked at 
Russia’s respect for the rule of law through 
the lens of three ‘‘case studies’’ current to 
U.S.-Russian relations—arms control agree-
ments; the Yukos litigation; and instances of 
abduction, unjust imprisonment, and abuse of 
prisoners. 

Forty years after the signing of the Helsinki 
Final Act, we face a set of challenges with 
Russia, a founding member of the organiza-
tion, that mirror the concerns that gave rise to 
the Helsinki Final Act. 

At stake is the hard-won trust between 
members—now eroded to the point that armed 
conflict rages in the OSCE region. The ques-
tion is open whether the principles continue to 
bind the Russian government with other states 
in a common understanding of what the rule of 
law entails. 

In respect of military security, under the 
1994 Budapest Memorandum Russia re-
affirmed its commitment to respect Ukraine’s 
independence, sovereignty, and existing bor-
ders. Russia also committed to refrain from 
the threat or use of force or economic coer-
cion against Ukraine. There was a quid pro 
quo here: Russia did this in return for transfer-
ring Soviet-made nuclear weapons on Ukrain-
ian soil to Russia. 

Russia’s annexation of Crimea and subse-
quent intervention in the Donbas region not 
only clearly violate this commitment, but also 
every guiding principle of the 1975 Helsinki 
Final Act. It appears these are not isolated in-
stances. In recent years, Russia appears to 
have violated, undermined, disregarded, or 
even disavowed fundamental and binding 
arms control commitments such as the Vienna 
Document and binding international agree-
ments, including the Conventional Forces in 
Europe (CFE), Intermediate Nuclear Forces 
(INF), and Open Skies treaties. 

In respect of commercial issues, the ongo-
ing claims regarding the Russian govern-
ment’s expropriation of the Yukos Oil Com-
pany are major tests facing the Russian gov-
ernment. In July 2014, GML Limited and other 
shareholders were part of a $52 billion arbitra-
tion claim awarded by the Hague Permanent 
Court of Arbitration and the European Court of 
Human Rights (ECHR). 

In response, the Russian government is 
threatening to withdraw from the ECHR and 
seize U.S. assets should American courts 
freeze Russian holdings on behalf of Euro-
pean claimants, while filing technical chal-
lenges that will occupy the courts for years to 
come. All of this fundamentally calls into ques-
tion Russia’s OSCE commitment to develop 
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free, competitive markets that respect inter-
national dispute arbitration mechanisms such 
as that of the Hague. 

I note that U.S. Yukos shareholders are not 
covered by the Hague ruling for their esti-
mated $6 billion in losses. This is due to the 
fact that the United States has not ratified the 
Energy Charter Treaty, under which European 
claimants won their case, as well as the con-
tinued absence of a bilateral investment treaty 
with Russia. This has handicapped U.S. inves-
tors in Russia’s energy sector, leaving them 
solely dependent of a State Department es-
pousal process with the Russian government. 

We were all relieved to learn that Mr. Kara- 
Murza is recovering from the attempt on his 
life—by poisoning—in Russia earlier this year. 
His tireless work on behalf of democracy in 
Russia, and his personal integrity and his love 
of his native country is an inspiration—it is 
true patriotism, a virtue sadly lacking among 
nationalistic demagogues. 

Sadly, the attempt on Mr. Kara-Murza’s life 
is not an isolated instance. Others have been 
murdered—most recently Boris Nemtsov—and 
both his and Mr. Kara-Murza’s cases remain 
unsolved. 

In other cases, such as the abductions, un-
just imprisonments, and abuses of Nadiya 
Savchenko, Oleg Sentsov, and Eston Kohver, 
we are dealing the plain and public actions of 
the Russian government. Nadiya Savchenko, 
a Ukrainian pilot and elected parliamentarian, 
was abducted by Russian government agents, 
imprisoned, subjected to a humiliating show 
trial, and now faces 25 years in prison for al-
legedly murdering Russian reporters—who in 
fact were killed after she was in Russian cus-
tody. 

Meanwhile, a Russian court has sentenced 
Ukrainian film director Oleg Sentsov on 
charges of terrorism. Tortured during deten-
tion, Sentsov’s only transgressions appear to 
be his refusal to recognize Russia’s annex-
ation of the peninsula and his effort to help 
deliver food to Ukrainian soldiers trapped on 
their Crimean bases by invading Russian sol-
diers. And the kidnaping and subsequent espi-
onage trial against Estonian law enforcement 
officer Eston Kohver demonstrates the Rus-
sia’s readiness to abuse its laws and judicial 
system to limit individual freedoms both within 
and beyond its borders. 

The Magnitsky Act that I had the honor to 
co-sponsor was in part meant to address 
human rights abuses such as these. It sanc-
tions those involved in the abuse, and works 
to discourage further human rights violations 
while protecting those brave enough to call at-
tention to their occurrence. It troubles me 
greatly to hear that the Administration’s listings 
of sanctioned individuals has thus far only tar-
geted ‘minor players,’ rather than those who 
pull the strings. 

f 

HONORING KEVIN DORAN 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Kevin Doran, who passed away earlier 
this week. 

Mr. Doran was a long-time radio personality 
from Hornell, New York. He began his broad-

casting career by working odd jobs at WLEA, 
a local radio station, while in high school. After 
graduating from college, Mr. Doran worked as 
a reporter for the Hornell Evening Tribune 
while teaching history at Hornell High School. 
In 1972, he purchased WLEA and became 
general manager of the station. His family 
continues to operate the station to this day. 

Mr. Doran was well-known through the 
Hornell area for his iconic voice, personality, 
and sense of humor. He was best known for 
hosting the popular Newsmaker Show, which 
won several awards for excellence from the 
New York State Broadcasters Association. He 
reported on a variety of topics, ranging from 
national politics to social issues and local 
events. Many residents remember his reports 
on the devastating 1972 flood in Hornell, dur-
ing which he worked non-stop to provide infor-
mation to his neighbors in need. On a lighter 
note, Mr. Doran famously allowed local chil-
dren to call into his show with questions for 
Santa Claus, whom he ‘‘interviewed’’ live from 
the North Pole. 

Mr. Doran was a larger-than-life personality 
who was beloved throughout the Hornell com-
munity. He leaves behind a proud legacy of 
broadcasting excellence, which will be contin-
ued by the numerous local reporters and 
broadcasters that he mentored during his ca-
reer. I ask all of my colleagues to join me in 
honoring and remembering the life of Kevin 
Doran. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,152,658,224,184.62. We’ve 
added $7,525,781,175,271.54 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

HONORING FORMER LAKES RE-
GION COMMUNITY COLLEGE ACA-
DEMIC AFFAIRS VICE PRESI-
DENT TOM GOULETTE ON THE 
OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT 
AFTER 39 YEARS WITH THE COL-
LEGE 

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
express my congratulations to Mr. Thomas 
Goulette on his retirement after 39 years with 
Lakes Region Community College, and thank 
him for the outstanding work he did during his 
career. 

Mr. Goulette’s broad expertise in education 
has been instrumental to the growth of Lakes 
Region Community College, and his contin-
uous progression from teacher to vice presi-

dent exemplifies his commitment to excel-
lence. Over the last 39 years, Mr. Goulette 
has been an integral part of the education 
community and his leadership will be greatly 
missed. 

It is with great admiration that I congratulate 
Mr. Goulette on his retirement, and wish him 
the best on all future endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BEN RAY LUJÁN 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. Mr. 
Speaker, on roll call no. 546 I regrettably 
missed roll call vote 546. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE REDLANDS 
CHRISTIAN MIGRANT ASSOCIATION 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate the Redlands Christian Migrant 
Association on their 50th anniversary, and to 
commend its exemplary service to the Florida 
community. 

The Redlands Christian Migrant Association 
(RCMA) was founded by members of the 
Mennonite Church in 1965. They had noticed 
that the children of migrant workers faced ex-
traordinarily dangerous conditions when they 
went into the fields with their parents. Parents 
had no other option but to bring their children 
with them into fields as they harvested crops. 
The RCMA brought in caregivers from the cul-
tures of the workers to establish trust between 
the parents and their children’s caregivers. 
The level of trust and close contact with the 
community formed the basis of the RCMA’s 
successful model of provider to many cultures. 

The RCMA began its service with seventy- 
five children in two facilities. It now serves 
over 8,000 children in over eighty-five centers. 
These facilities serve a large range of needs 
in the community. The RCMA’s Early Head 
Start centers accept children as young as six 
weeks, while its after-school programs cater to 
ages 6 through 16. On all levels, the associa-
tion prioritizes safety, health, and education. 

Having dealt with the RCMA for a number of 
years, I know the level of commitment and 
dedication that the entire organization has for 
its work. It has served thousands of families 
and become an integral part of our commu-
nity. I am proud to say that the RCMA serves 
so many families in our state. They are truly 
a model of an organization that cares. I look 
forward to many more years of working with 
the RCMA, and wish them nothing but the 
best. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
the Redlands Christian Migrant Association for 
its continued service in Florida and I ask my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing this re-
markable organization. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE CON-

TRIBUTIONS OF HUMAN FAC-
TORS RESEARCH 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
highlight an often-overlooked field of research, 
but one that affects all of us in our daily 
lives—human factors. 

For over 50 years, the U.S. federal govern-
ment has funded scientists and engineers to 
explore and better understand the relationship 
between people, technology, and the environ-
ment. Originally stemming from urgent needs 
to improve the performance of people using 
complex systems such as aircraft during World 
War II, the field of human factors works to de-
velop safe, effective, and practical human use 
of technology, and the design of technology 
for effective human use, particularly in chal-
lenging settings. Prior to this, considerations of 
how people effectively and safely interacted 
with machines were not a priority, resulting in 
wasted economic output and efficiency, and 
more importantly, the avoidable loss of human 
life. 

Today, organizations like the Human Fac-
tors and Ergonomics Society, or HFES, which 
counts over 4,500 psychologists, scientists, 
engineers among its members, are devoted to 
creating safe and effective human interaction 
with technology in diverse fields such as trans-
portation, military equipment, consumer prod-
ucts, energy systems, medical devices, manu-
facturing, farming, health, sports and recre-
ation, and education. 

The group defines ‘‘human factors’’ as the 
scientific body of knowledge of how people 
use technology. It is applied at critical points 
of evaluation and assessment to the design 
and use of equipment, systems, facilities, pro-
cedures, jobs, environments, and training, 
leading to safe and efficient operation and im-
plementation. 

For example, based on human factors ex-
pertise and research, the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration, U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation, found that implementing high-intensity 
activated crosswalks reduced total crashes by 
29% and pedestrian-vehicle crashes by 69%. 
Also showing positive effects for pedestrian 
and bicycle safety were the implementation of 
shared-lane markings for bicycles and trans-
verse markings for crosswalks as well as cars 
designed to reduce distracted driving. 

Organizations like HFES and its individual 
members help ensure that whether it’s the lat-
est model of an American-made car or the 
tools that equip our men and women in uni-
form, how we interact with technology is a crit-
ical component of its development. I support 
the increased use of human factors research 
in new technologies and hope our federal 
agencies like the Department of Transpor-
tation will continue to make use of these im-
portant results. 

RECOGNIZING DR. STEVEN D. 
CHAN INSTALLATION AS PRESI-
DENT OF THE AMERICAN COL-
LEGE OF DENTISTS 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Steven D. Chan, an accom-
plished pediatric dentist who most recently 
was installed as the first Asian American 
President of the American College of Dentists. 
It is my great pleasure to commend Dr. Chan 
for his lifelong achievements and expertise in 
the field of dentistry. He is involved in a num-
ber of professional and civic activities that truly 
make him an exemplar of leadership. 

The American College of Dentists is the old-
est major honorary organization for dentists. It 
was founded in 1920 to recognize dentists 
who have made significant contributions to the 
advancement of dentistry. The mission of the 
American College of Dentists is to advance 
excellence, ethics, professionalism, and lead-
ership in dentistry—all qualities that embody 
Dr. Chan. 

I have had the honor of meeting and speak-
ing with Dr. Chan and am impressed with his 
distinguished professional background. Dr. 
Chan is a third generation Californian—born 
and raised in Los Angeles. A graduate of 
UCLA, he earned his dental degree at 
Georgetown University and completed his spe-
cial training in pediatric dentistry at a Los An-
geles County Hospital Trauma Center. 

He’s received various professional honors 
and fellowships from different organizations 
such as the American Academy of Pediatric 
Dentists, the Asian Business Alliance, and the 
Asian Pacific Islander American Public Affairs 
Association. He holds membership to several 
professional associations like the California 
Society of Pediatric Dentistry and the Amer-
ican Academy of Pediatrics. Individuals like 
Congressman ERIC SWALWELL and former 
California State Senator Majority Leader Ellen 
Corbett have also recognized his illustrious ca-
reer. 

In addition to his numerous professional ac-
complishments, Dr. Chan is a civic leader in 
his community. His community service in-
cludes: Service on the Alameda County Grand 
Jury, Chair of the Ohlone Community College 
Bond Oversight Committee, and City of Fre-
mont Library Commission. 

It has been a great privilege to have shared 
a friendship and working partnership with Dr. 
Steven Chan over the years. I commend him 
for his 35 years of distinguished leadership in 
the American community of dentistry and the 
City of Fremont. Dr. Chan has made signifi-
cant contributions to the advancement of den-
tistry and I thank him for his years of dedi-
cated service to Silicon Valley. 

Dr. Chan’s exemplary leadership will be well 
placed in the American College of Dentists. I 
rise today to wish him my very deepest con-
gratulations for his exceptional level of ad-
vancement of dentistry and his commitment to 
public service in the Silicon Valley. I extend 
him my greatest personal wishes for success 
and happiness throughout his very well earned 
appointment. 

FOREST PRODUCTS WEEK 

HON. SUZAN K. DelBENE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Forest Products Week and the forest 
products industry’s contributions to greener 
manufacturing practices. In Washington State, 
we have over 58 sawmill, millwork and wood 
treating facilities; 12 engineered wood and 
panel facilities; and 16 facilities manufacturing 
other wood products. 

We know that forests play a critical role in 
filtering and renewing our air. Trees absorb 
carbon dioxide and water, and release oxy-
gen. Some of the carbon absorbed by trees is 
stored for a long period of time. In fact, one- 
half the weight of wood is carbon. 

Wood can be manufactured into many use-
ful products. In addition, a large portion of the 
energy used in forest products manufacturing 
is produced from biomass like bark and saw-
dust, meaning the amount of energy used to 
produce wood products can be vastly lower 
than other materials. 

Finally, wood is also renewable and pro-
vides for an increase in ‘‘green’’ buildings that 
have a positive carbon footprint. Recently, 
Secretary Vilsack visited my district and de-
scribed the many benefits to building with 
wood products such as cross-laminated tim-
ber. 

During Forest Products Week, let’s all rec-
ognize the many employees and products that 
contribute to an increased environmental 
awareness in sustainable building materials as 
well as in many other areas. 

f 

CONDOLENCES TO THE TURKISH 
PEOPLE 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I wish to express my sincere 
condolences to the Turkish people regarding 
the terrorist attack in Ankara on October 10, 
2015 that took the lives of more than 90 inno-
cent people. The attack was orchestrated 
through an apparent double suicide bombing 
at a rally organized to promote peace. 

Turkey has been a longtime NATO ally and 
friend. For decades, they served on the front 
lines of the Cold War and contained Soviet ex-
pansionism to its north. Today, Turkey finds 
itself with a new threat to the south, as militant 
extremists attempt to expand their control over 
large parts of Syria and Iraq. It is heart-
breaking to see evidence of this form of ter-
rorism spreading to Turkish soil. 

We stand with the Turkish people as they 
confront the growing threat of terrorism. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to the families af-
fected by this latest tragedy. 
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HONORING ALBERT M. ELÍAS 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Albert M. Elı́as, who sadly 
passed away on October 16, for over 60 years 
of service to organized labor and to the pro-
gressive political community in Tucson and 
Pima County as a member of the International 
Typographical Union/Communications Workers 
of America Local 7026. 

Albert M. Elı́as represented the highest 
ideals of the labor movement. While others 
talk about the need for a strong labor move-
ment to protect and enhance the lives of work-
ing people, Albert, for more than 60 years, 
worked to advance these goals. While others 
have talked about how Pima County and 
southern Arizona need progressive political 
success to empower the ordinary and dis-
advantaged among us, Albert worked long 
hours helping politicians and movements ad-
vocate on behalf of these people. 

Using the printing skills he honed for most 
of his life, the knowledge he gained over more 
than six decades of how the printed word can 
help realize worthy goals, and the personal 
contacts his honesty, integrity and goodwill 
forged, Albert achieved much and has helped 
others achieve even more in advancing polit-
ical movements, and the labor movement in 
particular. 

Albert, a fourth-generation Tucson native, 
joined the International Typographical Union of 
his maternal grandfather Francisco S. Moreno 
in January 1954 and committed himself to a 
career in the printing trade. Albert believed 
that union membership would improve the pro-
fessional quality of his work as a printer, and 
enable him to develop meaningful, long-term 
relationships in his community that would ben-
efit himself and his family, as well as his union 
brothers and sisters. Union membership, he 
believed, also would provide him with better 
income and with vacations and holidays off to 
spend quality time with his family. It was 
Albert’s goal to provide his children with the 
wherewithal to excel in education through high 
school and go on to college if they desired. 
Time proved Albert to be correct. All three of 
the children of he and his wife, Viola Baine, 
are college graduates who are serving others 
in pursuit of their careers. 

Albert and his sister Aida Elı́as, the children 
of Alberto Spring Elı́as and Ermelinda Moreno 
Elı́as, always lived their lives as Christians and 
were dedicated to their religious faith. Albert 
maintained an active lifetime role in his 
Roman Catholic parish, based at St. 
Augustine’s Cathedral in downtown Tucson. 
He served for many years as a member of its 
Parish Council. 

Albert’s interest in the printing trade went 
back to his childhood in the 1930s. His grand-
father Moreno had begun publishing the Span-
ish language El Tucsonense weekly news-
paper as a member of the Typographical 
Union in 1915, but he died an early death in 
1929. El Tucsonense continued publication 
under ownership of his wife, Rosa E. Moreno, 
and with the help of her five children— 
Ermelinda, Gilberto, Federico, Arturo and 
Elı́as. Before Albert’s 10th birthday he was de-
livering El Tucsonense by bicycle to the Latino 

barrios that dominated much of downtown 
Tucson. He worked his way into the print shop 
during his years at Tucson High School to be 
a ‘‘printer’s devil,’’ sweeping the floors, clean-
ing presses, and remelting the lead used to 
make ingots for the shop’s linotype machines. 

After graduating from Tucson High School in 
January 1946, Albert went to the Frank 
Wiggins Trade School in Los Angeles to learn 
more about printing. After completing those 
studies in 1948, Albert went to work in the 
print shop that published El Tucsonense, now 
being run by his uncle Arturo Moreno. That 
ended in late 1951 when Albert was drafted 
into the U.S. Army. He served in the infantry 
for two years before being honorably dis-
charged. After his discharge, Albert returned 
to Tucson. But instead of rejoining El 
Tucsonense, Albert sought membership in the 
Typographical Union as a journeyman, skip-
ping apprenticeship because of his experi-
ence. His skills earned him a position as a li-
notype operator in early 1954 with the Tucson 
daily newspapers, The Arizona Daily Star and 
Tucson Citizen. 

A bitter and ultimately unsuccessful Typo-
graphical Union strike at the Star-Citizen in 
1966, over job-depleting automation and the 
companies’ rejection of the union’s demand for 
a pension plan, ended Albert’s 12-year stint 
with the daily newspapers. Fortuitously for Al-
bert, El Tucsonense was in the process of 
folding and he and a partner, Oscar Araiza, 
bought his uncle’s printing shop. Araiza retired 
in 1991 and Albert ran Old Pueblo Printers 
alone thereafter. 

Upon taking control of the business in 1966, 
Albert and his partner began doing printing 
work for Tucson-area labor union locals and 
Democratic Party candidates for political of-
fice. One of the first campaigns for which 
Albert’s shop printed the political literature was 
one of the late U.S. Representative Morris K. 
Udall’s bids for office. Udall continued to use 
his services after that, as did Robert Kennedy 
for his assassination-truncated 1968 presi-
dential campaign. Albert printed campaign ma-
terials for Raúl Castro, who was elected as 
the first Latino governor of Arizona; for Ed 
Pastor, who was elected as the first Latino 
Congressman from Arizona; and for longtime 
Pima County Supervisors Sam Lena and Dan 
Eckstrom. I, too, came to Albert for my printing 
needs when I first launched what became a 
12-year stint on the Tucson Unified School 
District Board. I continued to use Albert’s serv-
ices through 13 years on the Pima County 
Board of Supervisors and, finally, on my 2002 
bid for Congress. 

During his career, Albert supported labor 
leader César Chávez of the United Farm 
Workers, he supported the efforts of local 
Latino activists to get their fair share of federal 
funds to improve the homes and neighbor-
hoods of their people, and he supported a 
landmark lawsuit forcing Tucson Unified 
School District to desegregate its schools. Al-
bert was always fighting battles against those 
who seek to use their financial influence to 
their own advantage—and at the expense of 
ordinary working people. 

Albert M. Elı́as deserves special recognition, 
honor and respect for his six decades of union 
membership—and for his meritorious achieve-
ments during that time on behalf of working 
people and the less fortunate of Pima County 
and Southern Arizona. We will miss him dear-
ly. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
557, I was unavoidably detained. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
AYE. 

f 

CELEBRATING TAP’S 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, community 
action agencies in the United States have es-
tablished a history of giving individuals a 
much-needed hand-up out of poverty. Whether 
it’s assistance with housing, finding a job, pro-
viding early childhood education, or even of-
fering help to those recovering from abuse or 
addictions, community action agencies are the 
‘‘Golden Rule’’ at work. I wish to honor an 
agency located in the Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict of Virginia that is actively fulfilling this mis-
sion. 

Originally founded as Total Action Against 
Poverty by Cabell Brand, Total Action for 
Progress—known in Roanoke, Virginia simply 
as TAP—is celebrating its 50th anniversary as 
the Roanoke Valley’s sheltering umbrella. 
Cabell Brand saw poverty was due to more 
than just an individual’s financial cir-
cumstances. He believed that in order to be a 
full participant in society, an individual needed 
opportunities to improve one’s life. A half-cen-
tury later, Cabell Brand’s vision of an organi-
zation that would allow someone to ‘‘TAP Into 
Hope’’ remains at work. 

Cabell Brand met with Sargent Shriver when 
he was planning to form an organization that 
could grow from the Economic Opportunity Act 
of 1964. A partnership in the community 
formed the non-profit that came to be called 
TAP, offering assistance to low-income individ-
uals living in the area. Community action, the 
likes of which Brand and Shriver dreamed of, 
came to life in the Roanoke Valley and was 
embraced by the local governments. 

Since taking office, I have come to under-
stand the benefits that community action 
agencies provide to the downtrodden. In turn, 
I have enjoyed every opportunity I have had to 
work with this organization as they have dis-
played the ‘‘can-do’’ spirit that has helped 
transform TAP into one of our country’s most 
successful community action organizations. 

From its roots in Roanoke, TAP now serves 
men, women, and children in 11 localities in 
western and southwest Virginia. The focus is 
on self-reliance and self-determination with 
TAP’s dedicated staff providing a unique 
brand of strength. It’s that strength that I came 
to see in Cabell Brand, in his successor Ted 
Edlich—who marked his retirement last year— 
and in Annette Lewis, the current President 
and CEO. I congratulate TAP on its 50th anni-
versary, and I look forward to continuing to tell 
its story as a model for the good that can 
come from a sense of hope. 
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RESEARCH TIES GUN VIOLENCE 

TO AMERICA’S ANGER PROBLEM, 
EASY ACCESS TO GUNS 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I submit the 
following article: 

[From National Catholic Reporter, Oct. 19, 
2015] 

FEWER GUNS, FEWER GUN-RELATED DEATHS 

(By Vinnie Rotondaro) 

Fewer guns, fewer gun-related deaths. 
A simple enough concept, so knock-you- 

over-the-head obvious that it practically 
begs for an equally blunt—if totally obliv-
ious—response, one made by plenty of pro- 
gun rights advocates: more guns make us 
safer. 

But a look at the social science literature 
surrounding the U.S. gun violence debate 
shows how painfully real the gun prevalence- 
gun death correlation is, and suggests that it 
could prove very difficult to dig the country 
out of the hole it finds itself in. 

In America today, more than 310 million 
firearms are estimated to be in the hands of 
private citizens. That is roughly 97 guns for 
every 100 people. 

Studies regularly show that where there 
are more guns, there is more homicide. 

Jeffrey Swanson, a Duke University psy-
chiatry and behavioral sciences professor, 
and a leading expert on U.S. gun violence, 
believes that the more we look into the ques-
tion of gun access and prevalence in society, 
the less myths surrounding the gun control 
debate will hold sway. 

Some gun rights activists argue that more 
armed citizens will make for less crime, but 
‘‘we don’t have an exceptionally high crime 
problem in the United States, or an excep-
tionally high violent crime problem com-
pared to other industrialized countries,’’ 
Swanson said. Conversely, ‘‘we do have an 
exceptionally high firearm homicide prob-
lem.’’ 

Others react to mass shootings where the 
gunmen are seriously mentally ill, and say 
that we need to fix the country’s broken 
mental healthcare system. 

But doing so would not solve our gun vio-
lence problem, Swanson said. 

‘‘Mass shooters are really atypical,’’ he ex-
plained. ‘‘They are atypical of people with 
serious mental illnesses, the vast majority of 
whom are never going to be violent. And 
they are also atypical of the perpetrators of 
gun violence. Most of them don’t have seri-
ous mental illness.’’ 

Swanson’s research points to a far more 
mundane explanation for the more than 
11,000 firearm homicides that occur in the 
U.S. annually, the majority of which are the 
result of arguments, often involving alcohol, 
often occurring in underprivileged areas, or 
in troubled domestic settings. 

America has an anger problem, and far too 
many angry Americans have easy access to 
guns. 

According to a study that he and other re-
searchers published in Journal of Behavioral 
Sciences and the Law earlier this year, near-

ly nine percent of the U.S. population has a 
serious anger problem and access to guns at 
home. The study culled data from a National 
Institute of Mental Health funded survey es-
timating the prevalence of different kinds of 
mental disorders across the U.S. 

‘‘Anger is a normal human emotion,’’ 
Swanson said. ‘‘Everybody gets angry. But 
these are people who, when they get angry, 
break and smash things, and get into phys-
ical fights. . . . People who have a really 
short fuse,’’ and who can at times be ‘‘uncon-
trollable and destructive.’’ 

They are wound-up, loose cannons, but not 
seriously mentally ill—the kind of people 
who should not have access to guns, but too 
often do. 

According to Swanson’s research, about 1.5 
percent of the population ‘‘have this impul-
sive, angry behavior and are carrying a gun 
around with them out in public.’’ 

THE FINGER PULLS THE TRIGGER? 
Other social science research sheds addi-

tional light on the toxic quality of guns in 
society. 

Studies show that higher exposure to guns 
leads to more suicide—the leading cause of 
gun death in the U.S. One nationwide study 
found that people who committed suicide 
were 17 times more likely to have lived in 
homes with guns compared to people who did 
not. 

Exposure to guns also leads to increased 
aggression. In 1967, researchers from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin demonstrated the re-
ality of a disturbing psychological phe-
nomenon called the ‘‘weapons effect.’’ 

The researchers sat one group of partici-
pants at a table with a shotgun and a re-
volver laying on it. Another group of partici-
pants were seated at a table with badminton 
racquets and shuttlecocks. The participants 
were then ‘‘angered’’ by an experimenter, 
told to ignore the objects on the table, and 
given the opportunity to administer a retal-
iatory electric shock to the level of their lik-
ing. Those seated at the table with guns 
opted for more aggressive shocks. 

‘‘Guns not only permit violence, they can 
stimulate it as well,’’ wrote researcher Leon-
ard Berkowitz at the time, explaining the 
phenomenon. ‘‘The finger pulls the trigger, 
but the trigger may also be pulling the fin-
ger’’ 

Today, the ‘‘weapons effect’’ has been rep-
licated inside and outside of laboratory set-
tings in dozens of studies. 

Brad Bushman, a professor of communica-
tion and psychology at Ohio State Univer-
sity who studies human aggression and 
serves on President Barack Obama’s com-
mittee on gun violence, performed a 2013 
meta-analysis of over 50 ‘‘weapons effect’’ 
studies involving over 5000 participants. 

‘‘The mere presence of a weapon can in-
crease aggressive thoughts, angry feelings, 
hostile appraisals, aggressive behavior,’’ he 
said, ‘‘just seeing one, just the object itself’’ 

‘‘Weapons effect’’ studies tend to focus on 
guns. One field study found that people stuck 
behind a pickup truck at a green light were 
quicker to honk their horn if a rifle was visi-
bly mounted to the rear window, Bushman 
said. Another study showed that people with 
guns in their car were more likely to drive 
aggressively than people without guns in 
their car. 

A 2006 study published in Psychological 
Science, the flagship journal of the Associa-

tion for Psychological Science, found that 
exposure to guns led to ‘‘significantly great-
er increases in testosterone’’ in men. 

‘‘I think this is really an important compo-
nent missing in the [gun control] debate,’’ 
Bushman said. ‘‘Just merely seeing a gun 
can make people more aggressive.’’ 

‘‘Recent research shows that humans are 
as fast to notice guns as they are to notice 
spiders and snakes,’’ he said, and ‘‘what this 
illustrates is the fact that in the human 
brain, there is a very strong link between 
guns and danger, guns and violence, guns and 
aggression.’’ 

L. Rowell Huesmann, director of the Re-
search Center for Group Dynamics and head 
of the Aggression Research Program in the 
Center at the University of Michigan, agrees. 

‘‘The research is compelling that just the 
sight of a gun increases the risk of violent 
behavior by the people who see it,’’ he wrote 
in an email. ‘‘If they have a gun available 
they will be more likely to use it, but, even 
if they don’t have a gun available, they will 
be more likely to behave violently in some 
other way.’’ 

SLIPPERY SOLUTIONS 

Vincent DeMarco, national coordinator of 
Faiths United to Prevent Gun Violence, be-
lieves that ‘‘the fundamental problem as to 
why we don’t have more gun violence preven-
tion is that people don’t know that there is 
something out there that works.’’ 

‘‘The problem is not knowing that gun vio-
lence is terrible,’’ he said, ‘‘everybody knows 
that. And the gun violence prevention move-
ment has spent too much time focusing on 
and emphasizing that.’’ 

DeMarco advocates for stronger handgun 
purchaser licensing requirements. A webpage 
titled ‘‘A Tale of Two States’’ and put out by 
Faiths United to Prevent Gun Violence illus-
trates his thinking. 

‘‘In 2007, Missouri repealed its purchaser li-
censing and background check requirement, 
resulting in a 25% increase in firearm homi-
cides and an overall 14% increase in murders 
over the subsequent five years,’’ it reads. 
‘‘The rise in gun deaths is directly attrib-
utable to the repeal of the licensing and 
background check requirement as the fire-
arm homicide rate during the same period 
did not increase in adjoining states nor did 
the national average rise.’’ 

By comparison, ‘‘Connecticut . . . con-
tinues to benefit from its handgun purchaser 
licensing law passed in 1994. A new study es-
timates that the law led to a 40% decline in 
homicides committed with a firearm during 
the 10 years following the implementation of 
the licensing requirement.’’ 

Swanson believes these studies offer a pow-
erful argument for the effectiveness of back-
ground check laws in reducing firearm homi-
cides. He would like to see more background 
checks take into consideration the potential 
for anger issues in individuals seeking a gun. 

But in a country as saturated with guns as 
America already is, merely stopping more 
guns from getting out into society may not 
be enough, he cautioned. 

‘‘If you have a bunch of laws that are fo-
cused on making sure risky people can’t buy 
a gun,’’ he said, ‘‘but meanwhile we’ve got 97 
guns per 100 people, that doesn’t mean that 
somebody needs to go buy a gun to commit 
suicide, or hurt someone else.’’ 
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